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SERMON XXXVIL = pems

M.A T, z4-. 4-5', 4.6- . . 1648

Who then is a faithful and wife Servant, whom bhis
Lord hath made Ruler over his Honfbold, to give them

Meat in due [eafon ¢
BI;{ed is that Servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh,

all find fo doing.

tation there (as here) to Watchfulnefs Peser makes bold ver-41, 42:43.

to ask him, Lord, fpeakeft thou this Parable nnto us, or even

toall ? ver. 41. Which Queftion -of his our Saviour an-
fwers with another Queftion in the words of the Text, #ho
then is that faithful and wife Servamt ? &c. By which he gives
him and us to underftand, that although in part he meant _
all  others, yet efpecially * them and their Succeffors, to whom t Chryfofto
he committeth the Government of the Church: for if the ordi- * 4 o/:,"
nary-Souldier muft Watch, then much more he that fands Sen- Hilarins.
tinel. The Texs therefore, and the Awditory fuis, and in it you S4rwright.
have thefe Four particulars.

1. Your Office, Servams, but yet made Rulers oversbe Lords

Howpold. S
2. Your Work and Employment, to give them Meat in due

eafon.
g g Your Qualifications requifite for the difcharge of it, You
muft be Faithful and Wife, ver. 45. and fo fincere, conftant ard
inftant about it, that the Lord, when be comes, may find you fo
doing, ver. 46. ' .

4. Your Reward. Happy Men if you be fuch, and do fo,"
it’s no lefs than Bleflednefs s Ble(fed is thas Servant,whom bis Lord,
when be cometh, fball find [0 doing. You fee I have much way to
rid in alittletime. 1 mu@ therefore make the more hafte, and
view fome things only in tranfits, and ftay upon nothing long,

nor need I in {0 Piows and Fudicious an Awditory.
‘ Kkkk 2 ' I

IN the Parallel place of St. Lake upon our Saviour’s Exhor. Chap. 12.
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I begin witht the firlt, viz. their Office, which may be confi-
dered in a double refexence. 1. To God in that word dzAos
they are but bis Servants. 2. To his People. They are tot
dcogmelas, They are made Rulers of bis Homold.

1. The Govermors of the Church are but Servams of Chriff.
Mofes a King in Jefournn, Deut. 33. 5. and yet but the Ser
vat of the Lord, Joth. 1. 1. Faithful in God’s Howfe, but a5 a2
Servans, Hebr. 3. 5. Paul, not inferior t0 the chicfeft Apofles, -
3 Cor. 11. 5 and yet acknowledgeth himfclf tobe the Servant of
Jefus Chrift, not only asa Chriftian, but as an Apoftle, Rom. 1.
1. Though (as driftotle obferves) Natare makes them that have
but weak parts to be Servants to Men 5 yet Grace teacheth Men
of greateft Gifts Graces and Places to be Servants to Chrift,
who in the Govexnment of his Family will be fure cver tobe
the Lord over bis own Hoxfe, as the Apoftle {peaks, Heb. 3. 6.
whilft higheft Church- Officers but Servants, and fet over it,not -
as their Houfe,but Chrift's. .

And in this,differing from Kings and othes Civil Magiftrates,
that Church-Government and Governors are not Defpotical,
but merely Minifterial. .

That whereas Princes KaTaxve ¢évas: & KaTefssidlzor, Ex-
excife Lordly Awtbority over their people, our Saviour’s perempto=
ry Interdi& is vos antem now fic. In his Church he per-
mits no fuch Lording it over bis Heritage.Aiduovos @-d'5Nos, Matth.
20. 26,27. aMinifter and a Servans is the higheft file he fuf=
fers them to alpire to.- : . .

They,though Servants (Minifters of God, Rom. 13. 4.) yet
are permitted tobe fuch Lords, as to create Offices, and to en-
a@ Laws for all thingsin their Government, provided they be
not againt the Law of God. And fo both are avbedmwva Klices,

- Ordinances of Man, 1 Pet. 2. 13. Here, though whilft obfer-

Ufer

ving the general Rules of the Word the perfons may be defigned”
and chofen by Men, yet the both ere@ing of Offices and the en=
acting of Lawsis the Prerogative of the fupreme Lord and
Law.giver. They muft bethe Ordinances of Fefus. Chrift, which
we as Servants muft adminiftér, and he:only as Lord inltitute.
No dogmatizing for.us here, Col. 2.20. The fervanss of Chrifd
muftnot be Lords of bis peaples Eaith; the Lord make us belpers
of their Foys 2.Cor 1. 24. As Church-Governours we are Ser-
vants. to Chrift, and in fome refpeéts to his Church; 2 Cor. 4.5+
Be not therefore bighminded, bus fear.. 1f God be a Mafer,

upon
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upon thataccount he expe@s Fear, Mat. 1. 6. and if we be
Servamts, though we have caufe to be thankful, yet 1 am fure
we have none to be Proud 5 and yet Men’s Servants often arc,and
" %twese well that Chrift’s Servamts never were. There is one
~ that fliles himfelf Servus fervornm,who (‘the Apofile tells us) ex- aThef 2.4.
alts bimfelf above Dominus Dominansixms : and therefore we had
need be very wary 3 and the rather,

1. Becaufe as Pride is a fpiritwal fin, {o it>s through our cor-
suption very fubjs@ to breed in Spiritual tranfa@ions. Liquor
full of Spirits foon (¢t on a bright flame.

2. Eflpecially in Novices; vedpuros Tugwbeis, 1 Tim. 3. 6.
mot a Novice, lefk being pufs up be fall into bab the fin and con-
demnation of the Devil. Whence fome colle@& the Devil’s firft
fin was his being proud of his Offices A Novice, whether in
Chriftianity or in Office, either it new, or be newly put snto is,
is fubjec to be prowd, as the Child of his new-Coat. We had need

. therefore be the more careful. _ ,

3. And lattly, che rather, becaufe to be {ure many will be ve.
ry watchful. New things are much viewed, and firangers moft
looked after. When Auftin and his Company came firft into
Englaud, the dire@ion given,to difcover whether they were the
true Servants of God, or no, was to mark whether they were
aaud or bumble. Look for the like eyes upon us now. Some have - ¢

en fo quick, or rather malicioufly evil, that they could. fore- ‘
fee, that in the managing of thefe affairs we would be proud, as
the Devil foretold, that Fob would bea Blafpbemer 5 O that our
bumility, as well as Job's Pasience, might make the Devil and
_ fuch devilifh malice 4 Lisr : and no better way than by knowing
our place, and the Text tells us, it’ to be Servauts; and that
place and relation tells us our duty. : )
That what the Scripture requires as due from our Servants Ufe 2.
tous, we owe much more to God:: calls for Swhjection, Obedi- Ephet. ¢-

4,

ence, Fear, Pidelity, not with Eye-fervice, as Men-pleafers, but ;" -

. . with finglene(s of beart, as unto Chrift, waiting upon him toap-

point you your work. Confult his Word an Piovidences, and
fay as, Ad. 9. 6. Lord what wilt thow bave me todo? And for
dire@ion,affiftance,and acceptance in your doing of it. '
And then, becaufe a Servant isbut Spyavov tudvxor, a ratio-
nal tool in his Mafter’s hand, to be ad nutum Dimsini, refigning:
. up our Reafon to his Wifdome, and our Will to his Commands ,
doing it willingly, cheasfully, fully, without comtradiclion, or -
exception, : Fre-
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© Frequently and fadly thinking of our dccownt, Heb. 13. 17.
which will be very great,when we have o many befides our felves
to reckon fors and yet moft certain, ‘and cannot be avoided, Luk.
16.2. Matsh. 25. 19. . o )
" And yet comforting and encouraging our felves in a faichful
A&.13.36.. and joyful expe@ation and affurance of a faithful and boynti-
" ful Lord’s reward. From Enemies, Strangers, yea from Fel-
low-Servants (it may be) envy and hatred, derifion, oppofiti-
on, and the greateft injuries and mifchiefs they can reach us -
~but what’sall this to our Mafter’s laft Ewge, well done good and
faithfsul Servanty enter intoshy Mafters Foy 2 )
Thus much of your Office,as in reference to God in the word
d'5hos. You are but bis Servanss. . :
2. Secondly, Confider it in reference to his People, fo you
'by it are made Rwlers of bis boufhold. In which words, two
things: 1. The placeit felf; It’s e7i fepamelaes, Rulers of the
boufhold. 2. The Inftitution of it, and the invefliture, or put-
ting them into it,in the wordR &T¢snoev,be bath made or conflitmsed .
Ruler of his Houfhold. I fhall briefly touch upon both.
1. For the Place or Station, Rslers of God's Houfhold, as he,
2 Chron. 31. 13. is called,oym b8 13 33 the Ruler of the
Houfe of God. I confefs, the wordis not here in the Original,
asitis there : but , .
x.The Phrafe in this place implieth it o1 byp g meos (GmeTins )
. over the Hoafhold, i. e. in place of Rule and Superiority over the
Houthold: as Gen. 41. 43. its faid, Pharaoh made Fofeph
2 WD ¥R 53 Sy over all (3. e. as our Englith rightly ex-
prefleth it, Ruler over all) the Land of Egypt, accordingas it’s
exprefled, Ad. 7. 10. Kelégvaey &0V rysuevov bz " AryvzTor,
1 Tim.s. 1., 2¢ Other places in plain words and full titles exprefs it, where
1 Thef. 5. 12, they are called e gesales, wegigduevol, HYSMEV!, ETICKOTOL,
Heb. 13.7,17, words partly in Scripture, and partly in otherAuthors, given to
24. Princes in Common-Wealths,to Generals & Captains in Armies,
A&-20.28. ¢ Governors in Families 5 in all which there is%n authoritative
power of Rule and Government over them that are fet under
them. They are called Rulers,and that word commands Obedience.
Fashers, and that {peaks Authority. .
Elders, and fuch a yepwoix, fuch a Senatehath power.
A&. 20. Were it butonly Shepherds and Stewards (as he that is here
1Cor. 4 I called d¥Aos is in Luke called dinovduos, that tells that although
like the Centurion, Matth. 8. 9. they be under a Superior Ax-
’ thority,

.
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shority,yet as fuch, they have others under theirs, Called bugwe S5,
- Mark 13. 34. but not taken for an ordinary Porter, but fervas
atrienfisya Steward that hath the Keys of all, as Jfs. 22. and yet

as Porters, to letin and keep out of the Hufe of God, and from -
bis Table. Even they who mott of all raife up the Autbority of |

the whole Church, asthe immediate and fistt Subje@& of Church-
' power, as totxm and finis, do freely grant the Exercife of that
Power in fome things, as ouly veftedin the Officers, and infome

other things in them efpecially. Butthe Duty of this place, e- .-
fbecially of this day, is not to difpuse Controverfals, but to ex-

bort and urge Pradicals. .

And therefore, in that God by this Office hath advanced you 7f; 4,

fo high, as to fet yom over bis Houfold, Be exhorted (o far to
know your Place, and the dignity and worthof it, as not tobe
athamed of it, nor to be babifhed in the Execution of it. Take

heed of fuch an height of fpirit, as to grow proud of it ; (of
which by and by) but yet pray and labour for {uch a generous
magnanimity of Spirit, as may in fome meafure an{wer the
worth of it, and may help you with a Holy waggusix, a free
boldnefs of Spirit, to manage it. Great (Men expe&t it in their
Stewards : and the great God requires it in his. This Mafcu-

line Ingenuity was in Febofbaphat in his Temple-work. It’s

faid, his Heart was lified up in the ways of the Lord, 2 Chrone

17. 6. and Nebemiab, that unwearied and undaunted Repairer

of Ferufalems ruines, when the breaches were many, and the
rubbifh that hindred their work much; the firength of the La-
bowrers lissle, and y'r} decaying, and the fcorns, infolencies, and -
oppofitions of Enemics very great, and yet increafing; how

did he by Faith and Prayer, raileup his own Spirit, and by en-
couraging both Words and Actions endeavour to do as much

for his Fellow-Labourers? Chap. 4.and 6. Tricubitalis Panlus, a -

low little Man for ftature of Body, and yet for lowlinefs of

heart yet lower, in his 6wn Eyes lefs than the leaft of all Sainss,
Ephef. 3. 8. yet there was magnum in parvo.  With what an
Heroick Spirit doth he carry on the work of his Miniftry 2

How doth the listle Man fand as it were on Tiptoes, when the .
Pride and Malice of falfe Apoftles and othess, would have deba-

fed that Faftiginm Apoftolicsms, with a Sofalw Tav Nocwoviay, T
magnify mine Office 2 Rom.11. 13. Yours is nothing near fo

high, ‘yet whilt it is over God’s Houfhold, too high to be tram--
- gled upon by the foot of Pride : which yet it is,and will (on pun;- -

: pofe

\
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pofc) bemore, if Enemies once perceive that their Scorn ‘and
oppofition can baffle you into a degenerous Defpondency, whom
this height of your Office fhould et above any fuch Indignities.
A Lutber’s Coxrage with a Melanflbor’s Meeknefs make between
them a fit temper for a right Chwrch- Mas.

Although what 1 have hercin faid, perhaps is not enough to
raife fome of our Spirits, yet it may be to fome is too much,
who will think I preach that Pride, which (out of their Charity)
they fay we will pracife. R

And therefore becaufe it is a Duty of Humiliation we' are now
upon, I fhall rather prefs Humility. '

And that as from the former Particular, becau(e by our Place
we are Seroantss {0 alfo even from this, becaufe that by it we
are fet over Gods Homfhold : For, though the Station be High, yet
be nos bigh-minded, but even therefore the rather fear. Lower
thySail, the higher the Windis. In Ezekiel’'s Vifion we read
the Rings were {o bigh that they were dreadful, Chap. 1.18. As
the higher weare, the more we tremble when we look downward <
The height and weight of your Places, though it may make -
an empty pragmatick {pirit Prowd, yet (when well confidered)

- firongly engageth them that are better advifed to be Humble,

Watchful, Fearful.

As for Inftance.  Are we over Gods Homfbold ?

1. Isan High Place, but withal it’s a great Charge, which
will bring at laft to a great Account, Heb. 13. 17. "If we be
Overfeers, A&s 20. 28. then (as Nebemish, comsended with the

with his mo-  Kwlers, Chap. 13.11. fo) we fhall be accountable for whatever

tion.

mifcarriage in our Charge is occafioned by our over-fight (As
Diogenes ftrack the Mafter for the mifcarriage of his rude Scho-
lar). By our Offices we are made Debtors, Rom. 1. 14. And
fhall we be proud of fuch engagements? T that cannot anfmwes
Jor one of a thoufand of minc own fins, Fobo. 3. How -fhal I
for the fins of (it mav be) thoufands that 1 have she Charge of ?
2. The bigber the Place, the more in view. (As a blemifh in
the Face, in the Eye moft vifible). Our Saviour told his Apo-
files, that they were as s City that i fét on an Hill, fet high's buc
therefore could not be bid, Mat. 5.14. Wemay be fure to have
many Eyes upon us, and, it’s to be feared, too many of them’
evil enough, and what care (then) need we have that ossr Nz-

kedne(s be nos difcovered in this our afcent to God’s Altar 7 Exodl
20:26. y

»

3. The
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3. The bigher the place, the lower and beavier the Fall, if we
tread awry: And no Precipice {o dangerous, as when Satan
prevails with us to calt our fclves down from the Pinacle of the Mac, 4. 5, 6.
Temple. The inftances of Korab (in the Law) and of Fuds =
(in the Gofpel ) and of many others fince, fay plainly; that,
asGod in a way of Judgment] begins at the Temple, Ezck.
9. 6. fo none heavier than fuch as have been inflicted on evil -
Church-Men.  And juftly : For of them it’s efpecially fpoken,
the Servant shat knowesb bis Mafter’s Will, and doeth is nos, Sxpii
otlas woMGs, fhall be beaten with many firipes, Luke 12. 47.
And therefore, if the higher my Place is, the greater is my
Charge and Account, the more Eyes upon me, and the more’
defperate will be my downfal, How fhould this prick the blad-
der of my fwelling Pride ? How fhould it compofe our Spirits
to an humble, meek, awful, and watchful frame in all our Walk-
ings, and efpecially in our Church-Adminiftrations? When
Chrift the Mafter of the Houfe was Meek and Lowly, how fhould Mat, 1, 29,
we learn of bim, who are but Servamts, and at beft but Sze- '
wards, fet over the Houfe, but not to be o the Homfe-top , pre-
fently in Paflion when at any time we are croffed? St. Pawl
teacheth usa betterLeffons Tbe Servant of she Lord muft nos
firive, bus be gentle unto all Men, aps to Teach, Patient, tv wog~
Gl waudkbolloe avndanbeudvss , 2 Tim, 2. 24, 25. Let
not this Supegiority be corrupted into a proud Supercilioufnefs.
Some fay it will ruine us. I hope they will prove falfe Pro-
phets; I am .not in telling you that it will very ill befeem us.
For, .
In the third place, This Height in being over God's Homfhold Ufe 3.
calls upon us (as I faid before) not to be athamed of the Office,
fo not to bea fheme toit. Butas we arc herein much Dignitied,
{0 to walk worthy of this bigh and boly Calling, and to labour
to be as much above others in Grace, as we are in Place. Is de
mobis ommibus judicet, qui ommibus melior, wasonce the Vote of
the People in the choice of their Cenfor. Think that it’s the Valerianss.
expe@ation of our Peoplein each Paftor,or other Church-Gover- -
nor and Cenfors.  This tmoxomi, this Superviforfhip of ours in
the wame and natwre of it, fpeaks more of Care and Labomr 7, 1140
than of Homour and Preferment. And thercfore let it be our fame, Mat,
labour and care with Paul, to magnifie owr Office, asina vigo-7.3r 4 5.
rous afferting it againft fuch as oppole it, {o in cafting Beauty
‘and Glory upon it in our holy, juft, wife, grave, and faithful Ma-
. L1l nagement
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nagenment of it. The Law admitted of no Blemifbes-in their
Priefts, Lev. 21.17,18. &c.  And would it not look very ill-
favoured, to fee groffer Deformities in the Gofpel’s Minifters ?
But what a fweet Note is that of Paxl’s, 1 Thef. 2. 10. Te are
Witne[fes, and God alfo, és5 oofes ¥, Mmcies ¥, epbunios, bow
bilily, and juftly, and snblamably we bebaved onr [elves among
you that believe. 1, that was for a Paxl, for a Scholar of the
higheft Form, who (as Chryfoftom faith of him) as for his Dj-
vine Contemplations was &v Zpquols &vdpwms, fo in regard of
his heavenly Converfation twi Tus ys &yeros. Yeajand for
us too to afpire unto, and labour after, that our Abilities, Graces,
Carriages, may in fome meafure, if not anfwer, yet fiit with
our Offices, that when the one is high, the other may not
be lows in the one, over others, and in the other umder all. I
{ay no more, but with Selomon, The Way of Life is above to the
Wife, that be may depart from Hell beneatb, Prov. 15.24.  The
Lord help usin this‘kind, both to be Wife oxr felves, and to be
a means of making others alfo #ife to Salvation.

2. Having thus confidered your place, Servants; and yet Rx-
lers over Ged’s Houfbold : We come fecondly, to take notice of
the Inftiswtion of it, and your Inveftiswre init, and both held out
in the fame word KaTésuoev, whom the Lord hath made Raler
over bis Honfhold. Qmem conflitmit: A word in the fignificati- -
onand ufe of it holding forth an Inffitution, and accordingly
here fignifieth Chrift’s Inflitmting the Office, and Conflituting she
Perfons as here being compared to a Mafter taking o far Fourney,
and in his abfence appointiné 1. That one of his Servants
fhall be in his place, And, 2. Buﬁng whom of them he pleafeth
to Jook to the Houfe, and to be over the reft of the Family. The
Inflisution of the place, and choice of the Perfon being both at
the Mafter’s appointment, and both neceffary, that that Servam
may take it upon him, and a& in it with Warrant and Autho-
rity 5 which holds here likewile, but only that the former (the
Inflisution of the Offiec) is immediately and only from our Lérd
and Mafter : But the latter, viz. The calling and putting of fi
Perfons intoit, though in extraordinary FunQions, as of Apo-
files and Prophets, &c. that alfo belongs to God 5 yet in ours
of Minifters and Elders, and fuch like, which are crdinary, he
admits of an intermediate Call of the Church : But yet fo ac-
cording to general Rules prefcribed by God, as that we may

fay, that both Places and Perfons are Appointed of God, and

that

.
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: that be bath made them Rulers over bis Houfold.

Which I carneftly defire, that all of you, who take upon U
you this Office, do heedfully take notice of, that (for your En-
couragement whilft you are at your Work, and for your com-
fort when you are to give up your Account) you be groundedly
afured that your Office is of God, and your Calltost, by Gods
that in both refpe@s, whether you be Misifters, or other Elders,
it is God that hath made you Rulers over bis Honfhold.

1. For usthat are Preachers, that our Office is of God, I hope
we are not in doubt, nor to feck for proof of. No. As long
as we underftand and remember what the Apoftle faith, Epbef.
4 11, 12. %, aWl0s €O%nk, &c. And be gave fome Apoftles, fome
Propbess, fome Evangelifts, [ime Paftors and Teachers, for the per-
fe@ing of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniflry, &c. NoO So=
cinian, Or other Sefterian, will ever make us call it in Quefttion.

You that are aflilting Elders, bave had your Place and Em-
ployment formerly decsied, and to this very day queftioned, as
for a long time forgotten in the Chureh, nor fo fully and clearly
held out in the Words and therefore as the Man, in whom the
evil Spirit was, {aid, Pawl I know, and Apollos I kmow, but who
are ye? A&s 19.15. Sofome almoft put of a like evil Spirit
are ready to fay, Paftors I acknowledg, and Teachers I allow,
but who are ye ? And therefore you have the more need to be
fully grounded in this main Point, that your Office is mnot
only Permitted and Allowed, but dire&ly Inftituted by Fefas
Ghrift. For whatever others hold, I for my own part muft
freely profefs my Thoughts, that if by your Place you have,
as Officers of the Church, af{hare and Intereft in the Govern-
ment and Cenfures of the Church, in ordaining Minifters,
admitting Members, and in cafting out and Excommunicating
fcandalous Offenders , things all of them (0 matcrial and effen-
tial to Church-Communion, and fo purely Ecclefiaftical, nothing
lefs than a Fus Divinum, and a true and proper Inftitution of
Fefus Chrift, will groundedly Warsrant you to takc upon you
fuch an Office, and to manage fuch an Employment. Nothing
is to be at the Mafter®of the Houfe his Appointment, if the
great Officerand their chief Employments, upon which all the
Government and Welfare of the whole Family depend, be amot.
Neither the Time, nor the Duty in hand will permit at pre-
fent, a clearing of your Title: But it doth call upon me to call
upon you to get it cleared in your own Confciences. The

LIl 2 Priefts,
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Pricfts, the Children of Hobajab, who out of Ambition had
married into Barzilla’is flock, and would be called by bis Name,
when they fought their Regifter,and it could not befound in Aarow’s
Genealogy, they were, as polinted, put from tbe Prieftbsod,Nehem.
7. 63,64. And left fucha Non eft invewus be returned, you
have great need to fearch the Scriptures, the Rolls and Regifters
in which all fuch of God’s Charters and Commiffions are rccord-
ed ; andif in 1 Cor. 12.28. in that KuGepwicess, Governments,
you can diftin&ly fpcll your Ruling- Power, you have in the be-
ginning of that Verfe God’s ©¢lo, God bath fis in bis Church;
and that fpeaks plainly an Inftisutions or if in 1 Tims. 5. 17. you
can truly and fatisfatorily make out Elders that Rule well to be
diftin&, both Perfonsand Officers, from them that Jaboxr in the
Word and Doflrine, you have that which your Faith and Pra&ice
may fafely build upon from that place, in which God provides
for their Honour and Maintenance, and that in a Church-way,
which he would notdo, if they were our Crestwres, and not
his own Ordinances : for how thould we dare to think what I
am (though in way of abhorrency) afraid to utter, that owr bea-
venly Fatber howld keep owr Baftards? Thus, make fure in the
firlt place, that yosr Calling and Office be of God.

2. And as fure that yosr gcnicular calling to it be from God alfe;
that he made the Seat, and then fet you init, that you did not
run before yom were fent; that ncither greedy defire of gain in
Minifters, or a bufy pragmaticalnefs, or a tickling Itch after
applaufe and domination, to be accounted fome great doe-listles,
do prick on them or other Elders, but that God, after he had in
fome meafure fitted them, hath inwardly inclined them and
brought them to PaxPs 76 we buuov, Rom. 1. 15. Or in cale
of a Mofes, Feremiab’s, and Ezekiels averfenefs, cither fomae
overpowering work of God’s upon our Spirit, or over-ruling
providence in our way hath thruft us out to be Labonrers in bis
Harveft, Matth. 9. 38. and the wants of our Brethren have with
the Man of Macedonia to Pasl cried to us, Come andbelp 5 the
vote and miflion of fome, and the welcom reception and givizg
of tbe right band of fellowfhip from others, have drawn us ab-in-
ser farcinulas, asonce Saxl, (though in another fence than he
was) to be Rulers of bis Peple.

In this Exhortation, I am the more ferious ¢

1. As on the one fide, becaufe of our very uncomfortable
walking in this way; if webalt in this particular.  It’s error in

- Sfundamento
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0, a fault in the firft Concollion. Were it no more
than an unfetled hefitancy, ora fcrupulous doubtfulnefs of our
Minds, that eithes the Calling it felf is not of God, or that we
are wot called 10 i by God, it will belike Gravel in a ftrait Shoe,
will pinch, and make us tread very gently, and tendcrly, when
we walk fair and cafily in eveneft ways> but will make us bals

_ gquite down, and give out wholly, when we are put to it in
rough and bard ways 5 will make us fall (hort of that wagensix
or free boldnefs, which is requifite for the through carrying on
of our work. When we feem to have themoft affiftance from
God, and leaft oppofition from Man, yet d'& nlvdov Tiva,
the Man #hat hath fome inwarddefe&, is faint within, by the
warmeft Fire, and in the chearieft Sun-fhine : as the Man, though
ata marriage-Feaft, yet when he could not anfwer. that quefti-
on, Friend bow cameft thow in bither ? is faid to be left Speechlefs,
Matth. 22. 12. But fuppofc, at fome fpecial times, and in fome
heavy pull, and great firait of our employment, God fhould
feem to frown, and the World and Devil fhouldindeed rage (as
the former we may often deferve,and the latter wemay be lure

~ of ) what chear is like to be then, if asit was with Elijab, now
in 2 Wildernefs, and (as many thiok) out of his way, the An-
gelagain and again haunt him, and ask, bus what doft thox bere
Elijeb? 1King. 19.9,13. If in fuch a ftrait our own Confci-
ences gagg, us, and fuch mifgiving thoughts rife up within us, I
fearmy work is mot the work of God, or, that I am not the work-
man appointed 0 it by Gods and [o, though Men blame me, yet God
doth wot thank me 3 though they unjuftly oppofe me, yet he may
moft jutly defert me with a quis requifivis bec? who required
thefé things ? or at leaft, of your bands? The difcouragement Ifa. 1.12.
and defpondency of mind in this cafe would be very great, '
and the Event hath fometimes proved very dreadful, but not
more difbeartning,

2. Than on the other fide, the Confcience and clear Evidence
that our errand is from God, and that he hath fent us on it, will
be encouraging and firengtbuing, and as good as Elijb’s firftand
fecond Bait, with him to walk, though itbe na wildernefs ,
mmny a hot Summers-day, and cold Winters night, till we
come to the Mownt of God. 1f it be away of the Lord, it’s
Strengsh to the upright, Prov. 10.29. and if I'be calledby him
toit, my Call is my Comfers, my Commiffion. my Warrant, which
thexcfore Feremiab (Chap. 17« 16 & 20. 7.) Amos (Chap. 7. 14.3

: . an
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and our Bleffed Saviour,and his bleflcd Apoftle Paxl; had often
“John7. 20. yecourfe to, and fill held out and pleaded againft all Obje&ions
Gal.r.v.  apd Oppofitions, For who hath more Awuthority in the Honfe,
&(,'?.r'sg,';’w than the Lord of the Houfbold? And if he have appointed and
> employed me, what hath any Euemy or firanger, yea or fellow~
Servant to do to oppofe or binder me ? When I can without wrong
make ufe of the Apoftle’s plea, whether it be right in the fight of
God, to bearkenunto you more than unto God, judgye, AQs 4.
19. it’s a Back of Steel to my Bow, and a full Gale in my Sail,
ftrongly engageth the heart

To be ready and earneft to do onr wtmoft in our Duty. It was be-
fore the Lord that chofé me, faith David, when he daheed before
the Ark_with all bis might, and he would therefore be more vile,
though fo vile alrcady in Michal’s Eyes,that fbe defpifed bim. The
Lisx bathroared, whowill not fear 2 The Lord bath [poken, wbo
can but Prophe(y ? Amos 3. 8. Wecannot but [peak , A& 4.20.
Gvdyne pol ewinelal, aneceffisy it baid upon me, and woe unto me
if Ipreach mot the Gofpel, 1 Cor. g.16. Itengageth and encou-
rageth the Heart to duty.

And in doing of it, to expeft and wait for God's Mercy. IFI
be furekthat my work_be Ged’s, and that he hath called me to'it,I
dare not but {o far honour him, as notwithftanding all difcou-
ragements to ¢ruft him, and confidently to rely upon him fQ;

Acceptance : For if in bothmy Place and Imployment Ibe
bis, in accepting of me, he owns bimfelfs elfe 1 may fay, Lord
thou baft deceived me , Jer. 20.7. Affiftance, which other Maflers
arc wont to afford thar Servamts in their work, and our beft
Mafter is not wont to be worfe in this kind to his Servants in
theirs, who never [uffired bis Servamss to do bis work_by their own
firength, but firft befpeaks Gideow’s might, Judg. 6. 12. and then
v. 14. bids him go out in it, and promifeth he thall fave /frael by
it,  Which adds a third thing,

Bliffing. Common Adultrefles ufe not to be fruitful, and o Ba-
frard- Ordinances are barren s but as we love our own, (0 God, who
hath more caufe, ufeth to loveand blefs what's bis. When Ifzae
fends Facob to Padan-Aram, he blefleth him, Gen. 28. 1,2.i.c.
he praved for it: bur our Malter, when he {endethus, he fo
bleffith, that he beitows it.  Becaule the falfe Prophets ran on their
owt beads, they thercfore went on a bootlefs ernand. I fens them
not, therefore they fhall not profit this People at all, Jer.23. 32.
but bad they ftood in my Counfel, they fhonld bave conversed my

. People,

2 Sam. 6. 14,
16,19
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People, ¥, 23. How dowe go amain, when we have the Wind
as well as the Tide with us ? the Gale of Heaven, as well as the
current Stream of our Brethrems vores and defires ?

Reward.For whatever Mar may do,yetGod never fuffered bisSer-
vants t0 Jerve bim gratis. The fame vertuous Woman that fecher Ser-
vants their Task, gives them al(o their portion of Meat, Prov.
31.13, 14, 15. and that God which [ess yow on work , will be fure Mr. Mp;r of
to pay yom your wages.  For the outward Man, Gainersmany of Nerwich
you cannot be, and it’s well that it is{o; and you might fc
well, if you werebut gainers in the fenfe of that Phrafe, 4.
27. a1. where Pawl fpeaks of gaiming barm and lofs, thatis, in
preventing and avoiding it.  Ijwries and Loffes may be all our
geins from Men : but there will be nothing lof by what we lofe
for Gedywhen we come toour laft reckoning. When God fends
us of his errand, he bids us indeed be ftedfaft and unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord; but for our encou-
ragement withal, he tells us, that osr Labowr fhall not be ir vain
in she Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58.

[What follows was prepared, but
not Preached. ] ’

SER-
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2 Work.

Ma, 10. 8.

SERMON XXXVTIIL

MAT, 24. 45, 46-

Who thes is a faithful and wiﬁ: Servant , whom his

" Lord hath made Ruler over his Houfbold, to give thems
Meat in due [eafon 2 :

Blefled is that Servant, whom bis Lord, when be comserh,
]LI[ find fo doing. -

And chat is the 2d; Which (having difpatched - our
Office, Servams, and yet ‘made Rulets over- God’s

‘ ¢ that Reward is the laft part of my Text. Weare
before that to confider of our Work.

. Houfbold) we come to in thofe words, 18 dud'vau &ulofs Thv

Te g &v kacigid, 10s 1o give them their Food in due feafon.

1. I will not iofift upon that, which yet {ome obferve from
the word dud'dve, thatit’s a giving, and not a felling of this
Food to the Houfhold.  Chrift once whipt Buyers and Sellers out
of the Temple : but after-ages complained much that they were
gottenin again. ' This Food for the Houfhold is the Mafters-Pro-
vifion, and only put into the Stewards hands for his Houfholds
ufe.  Allthy Grace, Wifdom, Ability to difpenfe the Word
and other Ordinances, to govern the Chutch, &re. are God's
Gifts, which he neverbetrufted thee ‘with to enjoy, or make a
Mercat -of for thy felf, thine own gain or applanfe, but for the
Glory of thy Misfter, and the férvice of bis Sposfe. : and therefore
although the Labourer be worshy of bis bire, Luke 10.7. yet nei-
ther be thou on the one fide ever (0 mercenary, as to account thy
maintenance {fuch an bire of thy Labosur as which thou aimeft ar,
and putteft off the Ordinances of God for: No, in this fence
freely thow baft received, and therefore freely give.

Nor let the People beever fo mean as to think, when they
have paid their Pittance they have bought yow for Slaves 5 and
like good Chapmenhave made a fair purchafe of the Werd, and

the
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the relt of God’s Ordinances, which they hereupon claim as their
due, and in cafe, though by, their own default, they
come (hort of, you fhall fall (hort of yours. But how
unworthy are fuch bafe Simomiacal chafferings of thee, as
thou art cither a Minifter, or'Chriftian ? {omething akin to Fx-
das felling, and the Fews buying of Chrift for thirsy pieces of Sil-
ver : and a goodly price, wherewith 1 was prifed at of them, (aich
the Lord, Zech. 11.13. The Apolile would lift us up to higher
thoughts, when he calls the Church Officers maintenance, not
Wages but Homowr, 1 Tim. 5. 17. tobe freely honorably al-
lowed, not as a recompenfe of their Labour, but as an hono-
rable teftimony of our loveand refpe@, not as the price of the
Gofpel, and all that cither we mean to give for it, or the Mini-
fers thould Jook at in difpenfing of it. Theres’s much more that
God expe@s for it from the People, and which his Minifters
fhould look at in their adminifirations of it. They are firft
d\id\6vaus,to give the Honfhold their Food in due Seafon.

2. The fecond thing obfervableis, what they are to give, ex-
prefled in the word Te o@iv, their Food and Nourithment, by
which Hierom means Cibaria doéirinarum : others,verbi & Sacra-
mentorum pabulum, the facred Food of the Word and Sacra-
ments 5 not excluding either the wholfom Phyfick of Church~
Cenfures, for it’s Phyfick as wella Food, which we pray for,
when we begg owr daily Bread, Matth. 6. 11. or the due admi-
piftration ol5 any other of the parts of Church-Government,
fcr as Chrift woiueives,feeds whillt he rules, Matth. 2. 6. (Kings
are woiuéves Aaav) fo we may properly be faid to Feed, by Go-
verning as wellas Teaching, In reference to both which, Panl
in his charge to the Elders of Epbefi calls upon them woiudvay
THY Enuduciay T8 Oe5,t0 feed the Church of God, A&. 20, 28.
i’_l‘dl;at’s their Task, nor canyou conceive otherwife, if you con-

14€r,y -
1. Eithet the Mafter of the Homfe bis Royal Bowmty. He
would not bave his Family farved, and therefore takes order that
they fhall be fed. In oxr Fathers Houfe shere ’s Bread emough ,
Luke 15. 17.
2. Or bis Servans’s Office and Duty. They are clfewhere fli-
led Sbepberds ;and a Paftor’s work is to feed the Flock, Zech. 11.
~ 9. Nowrfes; and they fuckle and cherifp their Children, 1 Thef.
2. 74 in the place of Luke parallel to the Text omovduol, Stew-
ards, whofe whole work both here and there is fummed up in
. Mmmm this
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SE RM. XXXVIIL

this comprehenfive expreflion of giving Food to the whole F amily,
And for your quickning hergin, the Application of this ,
Proclaims the People of God their great need, even greater of -
thefe Spiritual fupplics,than any can have of thofe corporal, the
fainting-Soul ftanding in more need to be plied with Promifes
and Incouragements, than the (wooning Man with Cordials
the carelefs and foul Sinner, of Threats and Admonitions, than
the foul difeafed Body of firomger Purges and the obflinate Sinmer
more to be calt out, than the gawgrew’d Member to be cut off :
all of us asmuchand more of this Spiritwal Food, than any,
than all of us do of our Natwral-Food, and Fob called that

" mece(Jary Food, Job. 23. 12 and therefore no wonder if Pasl

faid,a neceffity i baid upon me, and wo unto me if 1 Preach not the .
Gofpel, 1 Cor. 9. 16. Godand Nature is ot wanting to thee in ne-
ceflavies : Let not Grace fuffer thee to be wanting to thy charge in
their neceffities. Chrift was willing to bleed, that of his Flefh
and Blond he might make the Provifions, wilt not thou be willing
to be at the Coft, though itbe of thy Sweat, to fes them on the
Board? Let thy People’s hungring defires befpeak thy pity. Tt
was one of the faddeft Notes in the Church’'s Lamentations,
that the Children asked Bread, and there was none to break it to
them, Lament. 4. 4. Orfhould their Defires be filens,yet let their
Wamts cry for thy Compaffion.Cogita de cibo & pots animsalinms tao-
rum, faith Bernard, nam efwrinns, & nomperunt 5 they oft are
Hungry, and yet o weak,, fullen, or fbamefaced, that they will
sot, OF cannot ask> may (which is worfe) inedid languent, & ta-
uen o efurinnt, they too oft are half famifhed, and yet are not
an hungry, are ready to die, not fo much for want of Food, as *
of a Stomach , as it is with too muny of our Flock at this day.
And therefore (in this cafe, if in an%if there be any Comfolation
in Chrift, if any Comfort of Love, if amy fellowfhip of the Spi-
rit, if any Bowels and Mercies, let our Bowcls earn over them.
Starved Souls will be frighiful Gbofls to us, when they and we at
laft fhall ftand together to give mp owr accomnt, and to reccive our
doom. Let this make us think of our charge and mind our
work, It is to give Food to God’s Honfhold. ‘

Which calis fora fecond part of our care, that it be indeed
To oM, momrifbing-Food, that we give them. If they ask Bread,
give them not a Stones or if Fifp, let it not be a Serpemt, (Matth.
7. 9, 10.) in hard and hasth ufages. ®

It's
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on MAT. 24. 45, 46

It's Food, not the Poyfon of Herefies and corrupt Do&rines,

or deftru@ive Adminiftrations. Your Power i given #o Edification, 1 Cor-o, 8,

and not to Deftrullion. ,

It’s Te 9w, folid nourifhing Food, not the Froth of Airy No-
tions, or our fine-(pun high-flown Spcculations, not the Trafh,
Hay and Stubble of our own Fancics, Humors, Pallions, no nor
the rare® Flowers of our great Readings and curious Elegancies.
The Sheep of Chrift’s Paftwre ufe to fced on more wholfom Herby,
whilft they let fuch Flowers tand by. The Word is the immor-
tal Seed, that begets ws, 1 Pet. 1.23. (Thefe too dilute to be
prolificalyas be of the Philofopher’s Books, animxm won dans,quis
non babems) and the fincere Milk Chap. 2. v, 2. to nowrifp us.

. From thefe we can fuck nothing but #ind, which makes us

Swell, and that’sall.  #What’s the Chaff to the Wheat? Jer. 23.28.
1t’s Te gom,dglos, the folid uomrifhing Bread of Life, and there-
fore away withall fuch Kickfbaws.

3. The third ching obfervable in this fecond part is, that
what Mattbew here calls Te gy, their Food, Lukein the parale
lel place, calls 6ilouéle cov,demenfum, their porsion of, Meat,which
Agwr phrafeth (though in another fence, 'pn BN ( Prev, 30.
8.) Food comvewient for me.  The fame Difpenfation will not ci-
therx for kind or meafure fute all. There are in God’s Family

young Babes as well as grown Men.  Some fick and weak, o- -

thers healthy and ftrong, fome fick of lighter Fevers, others of
more putrid, it may be Hedlical or Malignans. That which will
feed the Child will pine the Man: and what’s Food to him that’s
bealsby , whay be poyfon to the Sick: and thac which will

beal a Whitlow, will not cure & Gangrene : As therefore God in

his greater Honfe of the Wor!d, hath fuch both ftore and choife,
that he anfwers the wantand defire of every living thing, Plal.
145. 16. So this Prefence-Chamber of his Church be hath fo
fully fitted and furnithed, that in his Word,Sacraments, Cenfures,
and other Adminiftrations, his Mannab is anfwerable to every
Palat : hehatha tit Medicine for every Malady > both a Rodand
a Pot of Manna in his Ark, But now to know which of them
toufe, and to whom. This époTouic, this right dividing of the
Word of Truth, 2 Tim. 2. 15.-fo as the .prowd Sinner may not
prefume, nor the fainting Chriftian droop, the right Adminiftra-
tion of the Keys, that no falfe Preteuder, notwithftanding his
greatelt fhews, may be let in, nor the weakeft Believer, not-
withftanding his many weaknefles, kept ous, that we do not on

Mmmm 2 S the
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fitteft oportunities, in which they may a& moft feafonably:

T SE R M. XXXIX.

the one hand,in too rigerous a way kifl afly on our Brotbers Fore-
bead with a Beetle, noron the other,through ignorance, in adver-
tency s Intereft or the like, blow whole a corrupt U'cer a
little skinued over. This is one of the bardeft pieces of
our works bic labor, buc opus,& s meds Téles Lord who is
fufficient for-shefe things ? 2 Cor. 2. 16. This would callfor in
Minifters a more diligent infpetion into, and Knowledge of the
ftate of our Flock (Prov. 27. 23.) than I fear we have any of us
attained to, or many of us endeavoured after s which we had
need this day to be greatly humbled for our want & negle& of.
This requires all the qualifications, which Chritt here mentio-
neth, of Faithfulnefs, Wildom, Sincerity, Conftancy, Inftancy,
which(I faid) are contained in the third part of the Text, o
worthy to be fought, and yet fo hard to, be found, if altof you
{hould be like fome of us, that in both refpects Chrift may here
ask the queftion, Whois that F aithful and Wife Servant, whom bis
Lovd fhall make Rader over bis Howfhold, to give shem their Food,
or due portion of Meat,in dwe feafon ?

. Which laft words,iv Kalgod i feafon, is the fourth par-
ticular in this fecond part of the Text.

Foodis tobe given, and that in a fit proportion, and alfo
in a fit Seafon. Its fo with orderly Men, and in wells
ordered Families, Ecclef. 10. 17. and God would not have bis
Houfe worfe ordered.  The wife Phyfician as he weighs the Dofe
he gives, o he calowlates the time in which he thould moft fea-
finablygiveit. F’sthe Wifdom of God as Govergor of the
World, that ashe fatisfiesh the defires of his Creatures in gi-
ving them their Foods fo, that it is in dwe feafon, Plal. 145. 35,
and accordingly as the Lawgiver of his Charcb you fhall obferve
how punc@ual he is in the Law to require his Ordinanzes to be ob-
ferve}: but in their feafom, Exod. 13. 10. Levit, 23. 4. Numb. 9.
37,13 & 28.2.He is now no whit lefs careful of it in the difpenfa-
on of the Gofpel. "Bukaipws auaipws, isthe Apoffolical Precept,
2 Tim. 4. 2. Beinftant in feafon: Headds indeed, and oms of fea-
fontoo, though thatisoutin fome Copies: but if you take it
in, you muft underftand it of that which the wifdom of the Flefp
accounts ow¢ of féafon,as that it will not ftand now with the Afi-
sifters profit, or the peoples occafions or humors, For other-
wife it’s the both faithfuluefs and wifdom of Mimifters and-other
Church- Olficers beedfully and watchfully to wasch and catch all

le Ha(d
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1. Hapd to be hit on, and therefore the more carefully to be
heeded. Much gosd loft becaule the oppostunity 1 flipt : becaufe
to every pwrpofc there is atime and judgmens, sherefore the mifcry
of Manis great upon bim, Ecclef. 8. 6. .

2. Moft Succefsful ufually, if obferved. The thing is then
Beautifwl, Ecclel. 3. 11. and therefore taking : upon thc Wheels
then; and thercfore goeth on fmoothly.1 am no Arminian,to make
the Efficacy of Grace to confilt in Moral perfwafions applied tempore
& modo congruis, iathe fitnefts and feafonablenefs of fuch Appli-
cations. No: I know that God to thew the freemefs and prevail-
ing Efficacy of his Grace, fometimes works it (as in’ Pan/and
others) when the Sinner is molt indifpofed,as Chriff the Phyfician
came when the World was moft Corrupted y who, otherwife than
other Phyficians, can to purpofe give Phyfick in the height of a
Fit, as he cured Simon’s Wive’s Mother, In aftx Febrisy in the
very Paroxifm of her Difeafe. Nulium sempus occiris Regi.

SERMON XXXIX,  1sme_

PuiIL, 1.21, 2. 16¢8..

For ta me to live s Chyift, andto die is gaim,

4 Ccording as our Nutwre is, {0 proportionably is our
Life and Pra&ice. Itis fo with us, as we are Men; and:
fo it thould be with us, as we are Chriffians.  As fuch,.
in my former Text lately bandled, Peter told us that .
our Nature is Divine 5 and Paxl telleth us here, that his Life is 3 pet, 1, 4..
fuch : To me to live is Chrift, and fo to die is gain. © When Chrift
firft is our Life, then even Death at laft proves our advantage.
In the two following Verfes, the Apoftle telleth us, he isin o
frait between swo, and knew not which of them to chufe. Hap--
py firaic ! Not fuch an one as David was in, 2 Sam. 24- 14.
when he was to chufe which of three Evils, but of two Geod
things, and both fo Good, that he knew not which to make
choice of.  Such a proffer whether to live or die to a condem-
ned Malefa@or would not be accounted a Strait, but an happy

Enlargement, when all his hopes are in Life, and he hath no
. ' affurance:
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